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Letter from our President

Greetings Santa Fe Lake Dwellers
Association Members and Friends,

It's time once again for the Santa Fe
Lake Dwellers' General Membership
Meeting and the election of our Board
of Directors. Please plan to join us on
August 20th at the Trintity Episcopal
Fellowship Hall at 7 PM when our
community comes together to share
and learn about area news and
issues.

The heartbreaking events in our
beautiful Gulf of Mexico have made
this spring and summer a time we
won't soon forget. We Floridians in
the interior are facing a water crisis
of our own because of drawdowns to
our aquifer, as discussed in earlier
meetings and newsletters. Your board
members have attended many
meetings held by our two area
water management districts in
attempts to stay current on these
issues. Sustaining water resouces in
our area, without causing harm to
related natural systems, is the stated
goal of the Northeast Florida Water
Supply Planning Area Work Group.
In fact, the harm caused by over -
pumping our groundwater has been
evident to us in this part of North
Florida for years, especially to our
friends around Keystone. Other
"canaries" indicating harm to the sys-
tem are the reduced flows to our
incredible springs, virtual
windows to our aquifer, and draw-
downs in the Santa Fe River. In case
you've been wondering what all this
means to you, that we have plenty of
water in Lake Santa Fe, remember
that we are the Headwaters of the

Santa Fe River!

In an attempt to help
us understand what is happening to
our water supply, as well as the complex
planning process currently underway to
manage these endangered resources,
David Still, Executive Director of the
Suwannee River Water Management
District, has generously agreed to be
our speaker at our Annual Meeting.
There will be a short film, "Springs of the
Heartland", to begin the presentation and
ample time for your questions afterwards.

No matter where you live on the lake, or
in the area, please come join us in Melrose
as we learn about these critical issues.
Some of the plans being considered by
water managers and our Legislature
include pipelines from surface water
sources and a state -wide water
board. We all need to be aware of these
possibilities and have a voice in the deci-
sions about our most precious resource, our
water. This meeting is open to all, so
please invite your friends and neighbors
regardless of where they live.

We urge you to support the strong
protection of Lake Santa Fe by supporting
your Association, renewing your member-
ship and attending this interesting and
informative meeting.

Sincerely,
Jill McGuire

President




SANTA FE LAKE DWELLES ASSOCIATION, INC. ALONG THE WATERFRONT

2010 Legislative Summary

by Terry Brant

This session was dominated byReview was left unresolved due Although the governing board is
budgetary issues. How to make to opposition to growth manage: still prohibited from
the budget work in light of cur- ment laws, leaving the agencyiiii ndi vi dual | yo
rent deficits overshadowed mucha precarious position next year. manner during the review of an
of the Legi sl at uSemafe 8ill 350 waganaother dpplitatioa prior to referral to the
hassee. However, on the final  bill that SFLDA worked hard to board for final action, this provi-
days, significant legislation was pass. Senator Lee Constantine sion does not prohibit the board
adopted in an attempt to promotethe sponsor and one of the mos from acting as a collegial body in
jobs and economic activity and pro-environment legislators in  supervising, overseeing, or
revisions to state water policy, recent times, faced many diffi- directing the activities of district
strongly supported by SFLDA, cult challenges in getting this bil staff.
were discussed, debated and ultithrough to the finish line. While SFLDA also worked hard to

mately passed along witharecy-we di dnét get secure funding for Florida For- n
cling bill. bill initially contained, we ever and Everglades Restoration
Offshore energy was debated, achieved significant and mean- and our president, Jill McGuire

but ultimately no action was ingful environmental gains. deserves a lot of credit for her

taken. Incoming House speaker Despite strong opposition, a prao effective and tireless efforts.

Dean Cannon (RVinter Park) vision for springs protection After a rocky start, the legislature
and incoming Senate president emerged in the bill: a mandator finally agreed to provide $15

Mike Haridopolos (R 5-year inspection of all septic  million in funding for Florida
Melbourne), both strong advo- tanks, insuring they are not leak Forever for the coming fiscal
cates of offshore coastline drill- ing pollutants into our springs. year. Everglades Restoration

ing, have significantly changed SB-550 also recognizes and received an appropriation of $10
their remarks since the massive f unds fAc ons er v million,with $40 million more if t
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. result in quantifiable water sav- the state receives a generous dis-
The threat to Filmgsdaatbos alctoenro tmbution of federal Medicaid u g
waters, wildlife and beaches has (AWS) development for which  funds.

likely stopped any realistic the water management districts One of the most significant and
chance of drilling legislation and the state shall share a per- unseen achievements of this ses-
passing in the next session. centage of revenues to supple- sion was insuring that the Coun-
Unfortunately, in the recent ment other spending sources. cil of 100 plan to create a state
special legislative session, SB-550 amends F.S. 373.079 water commission and water czar
legislators blocked voters from to remove the delegation of Par to implement the widespread
voicing their opinion in the Il (consumptive use permit) transport of water across water
November election on the critical reviews from the governing management district boundaries,
issue of coastal drilling. board to the Executive Director did not occur.

The reauthorization of the and staff. Now, only environ- All'in all, we had a favorable
Department of Community ment al resour c sessionthanksto all the hard 6 s

Affairs as part of agency sunset under Part IV shall be delegatec work of our members, col-
provisions was a major issue.  In other words, S 0 8 0 6 s leagues, allies and many environ-
Although the Senate was willing sions (2009 session) that took a mental organizations who all

to reauthorize the agency; the consumptive use permitting contributed their time and energy
House was not. The Department away from the governing boardst o pr ot ecti ng F
was ultimately funded at the end and gave it to the executive other natural resources.

of the session, but the Sunset  directors, has been reversed. D
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Sturgeon Farm Update

by Terry Brant

Following the St. Johns River Water potential contamination of area water request, district staff sought
Management Di str i csupplesbygrawthfhadrreoaes and otheradditional information on the planned
its intent to deny a water use permit for chemicals. Yanke was quoted as design of effluent storage and treatment
the proposed sturgeon fish farm, the  saying in an interview after withdraw- ponds that had the potential to pollute
Canadian company dropped plans to ing the application, that the company lakes, wells and the aquifer.

build in the Melrose area. did not expect the public backlash when The withdrawal of the permit applica-
Planned on property between State choosing the Melrose area and that tion brings a welcome end to Little Big

Road 26 and County Road 219, the opposition played into the decisionto St ur geon I nc. d&ds ap

proposed Little Big Sturgeon Farm ran drop the plans for the farm. our local officials, including the St.

into strong and unanimous opposition, Santa Fe Lake Dwellers Association Johns Water Management District,
including angry residents and local made a formal objection to the permit Keystone Mayor Mary Lou Hildreth,
officials who packed the February St.  on grounds that the large water with-  Putham County Commissioner Ed
Johns Water Management District pub- drawal would adversely affect current Taylor, the Melrose Water Associa-
lic meeting in Palatka. Atthat meeting, users, area lakes and introduce drugs tion, songwriter/musician David
speakers argued that waste and chemi-and fecal contaminants into area water Beede, and a multitude of concerned
cals in the farm's effluent would supplies including the many nearby residents and lake dwellers who
enter groundwater supplies and that  residents having shallow wells, Melrosestepped up to the plate when it was
large water withdrawals would damage Water Association customers and the needed. Without you our quality of
nearby lakes and lower wells. nearby elementary school. life, water supplies and public health
After the February meeting, our board In a May 21 letter to Yanke, the St.  would have been compromised.
representative explained to Little Big  Johns River Water Management wrote

Sturgeon manager Dan Yanke that theirthat district staff planned to deny the

poor site selection was a "perfect application because the company had Ponét miss the annual
Storm" location, being in a high aquifer not adequately responded to a January Lake Dwellers Meeting!
recharge area with critical water district request for additional informa- Friday, August 20th
shortages, endangered lakes and the tion to complete the application. In the 7:00 pm

Trinity Episcopal Church,
On S.R. 26, Melrose

Guest Speaker: David Still

Executive Director
Suwannee River Water

Santa Fe LakeFest 2010 e

Springs of the Heartland
by Marihelen Wheeler

Again this year, we were most fortu-

Santa Fe Lake Dwellers hosted the Gainesville Brasington Trail Shop's ' g
11th Annual LakeFest on March 27 at ever-popular kayak trials provided an natg to have Florida musiclans
Melrose Bay Beach. The festival ran opportunity to paddle around the Whitey Markel, Dale Crld_er, .
from 11:00 am until 3:00 pm and was Bay. ar_ld David Beede entertaln fairgoers
attended by many enthusiastic visi- Several organizations were repre- W'th Songs celebratlr}g the cultural
tors from local and surrounding com- sented exhibiting information about rlches_of_our state, history
munities. the plants and animals unique to our and wildlife. We are so gratef‘." t_o
The weather was perfect for the lake ecosystem. Emphasis on the con- them, and to all who gave their time
various outdoor activities offered for trol of water lettuce in our local water and effprts, to help us all to .
the day. Marcy Jones of Santa Fe systems was the focus of the event appreciate and preserve our rich
Audubon Society led a birding walk this year. Everyone was encouraged hatural resources.
around the Melrose Bay area to start to identify and remove this plant Attendancg was very good and all
things off at 10 AM. from our lakes and waterways as it is See”?ed to enjoy the annual event and
The free boat rides this year aboard hightly invasive and problematic. take _|nterest n th.e stewardshlp
Carl Bennett's pontoon boat were a Delicious lunch foods and snacks, requweq of us allin the protection
huge success throughout the day. including strawberry shortcake, were and maintenance of Santa Fe Lake
Each trip offered quickly filled up, as provided by the Keystone Culinary and our surrounding waterways.
Carl took folks through the Arts Program. In addition, children Make plans now to come celebrate
"Latchstring”, then up to the beauti- (and any adults who wanted to) were Spring next year with us at the
ful Reynold's Preserve, our Florida treated to free face painting, an art 12th Annual Santa Fe LakeFest

Forever acquisition. area, and egg decorating activities. on March 26, 2011!
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